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What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We 

died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?  Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ 

Jesus were baptized into his death? 
4 
We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in 

order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new 

life. 
5 
If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in 

his resurrection. 
6 

For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be 

done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— 
7 

because anyone who has died has been freed 

from sin. 

           

         Most of you have probably taken a class or two that you had to, but you didn’t want to.  It was required 

in order to get a degree.  And I would imagine that you had a hard time listening or paying attention or applying 

yourself in that class.  “What does it matter?” you may have said to yourself.  

         Up to this point - we have been talking about the spiritual benefits of baptism - the forgiveness of sins, 

eternal life, and the gift of the Holy Spirit.  These are gifts that matter!  We need forgiveness of sins in order to 

enter heaven.  We need the gift of the Holy Spirit in order to have faith in Jesus.  These aren’t meant just to be 

concepts or doctrines that we think about.  Baptism isn’t just something you cherish from the past, like an old 

picture or something.  Baptism and its gifts are relevant for heaven, but they also are relevant for the HERE and 

NOW as we wait for heaven.  This is important.  Today we’ll find out as we look at how – 

          

Baptism is Eternally Relevant 

  

I.  It makes us want live clean 

  

         Imagine that you just walked into the house after a long day of working in the garden - your clothes 

were soaked with sweat, dirt was crusted in your hair, your ears, under your fingernails, and you were 

absolutely exhausted.  What would be the natural thing that you would want to do at that point?  Go out on a 

date?  Go to school?  Of course not.  The first thing you’d want to do would be to get into the bathroom and 

wash the dirt away!  There’s nothing like taking a nice shower or bath after a hard day’s work.  It just revitalizes 

you and makes you feel a lot better.  The last thing you would want to do at that point is to go back out in the 

field and get all filthy again.  

         In a similar way, that’s how all of us were born - with an inner contamination that makes us feel terrible 

about ourselves and the way we look.  We had sin in our hair, sin in our fingernails, sin in our ears, and even sin 

in our hearts!  When Isaiah looked at himself and the Israelites he also remarked,   All of us have become like 

one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the 

wind our sins sweep us away.  When you look at yourself as sinful, you might be tempted to say, “What’s 

another sin?  We’re all sinners.  It is what it is.  Why bother trying if we’re all going to fail anyway?”  Some 

have said, “God is just going to have to accept me as I am.”  Others have had an attitude of giving up and 

resignation, “Yeah, I know I shouldn’t get angry so easily, but it’s just the way I’m built.  I can’t help it.”   

         But that’s not how God wants us to approach lives or to look at ourselves, because of baptism.  Don’t 

you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
4 
We were 

therefore buried with him through baptism into death.  We were therefore buried with him through 

baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, 

we too may live a new life.  At our baptism God gave us a bath in the holy blood of Christ.  He took our sinful 

natures and buried them underground with Jesus. We have been given a bath that has cleansed us of our 

filthiness - made clean and holy in the eyes of God.  So even though you may not look clean, and even though 

you may not feel clean, and even though you may not be clean, God says in His eyes you are clean!  Your sins 

have been wiped clean - in God’s eyes it’s as if they never occurred!  

         Paul talks about the effect this is to have on our lives.  What shall we say, then? Shall we go on 

sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?  If you 



say to someone, “You’re dead to me,” it means that any emotions, any feelings, any attractions you once had, 

they are dead.  So when Paul says that we “died to sin” because of our baptism, what does that mean?  That 

which used to feed us, excite us, enthrall us, we are dead to it.  It doesn’t excite us anymore.  Baptism has killed 

our relationship with sin.  Our eyes and hearts have been shown what a terrible cesspool sin is, and we don’t 

want to live in it any more.  We are done with it, like finally getting divorced from someone that abused you for 

years.  You move into a new house and try to start over.  You are more cautious about relationships.  You don’t 

want to find yourself in that sinful situation again.  

  

II.  It means we have the power to live holy lives 

  

         Sinful lifestyles harm sinners.  This is a fact.  Alcoholics and drug addicts have troubles maintaining 

jobs.  Sexual addicts cannot maintain strong and loving relationships.  Try as they might to overcome their 

addictions and problems, it is impossible at times.   

         Christians struggle against these sins as well.  We aren’t immune, for we have sinful natures as well.  

But we do have an advantage because of our baptism.  Try as they might to fight against their sins, one problem 

may be that they haven’t been baptized, so their sinful natures - the thing that generates their sinful actions - 

have not been put to death.  It’s like when you go to pull weeds.  If you pull it out but the stem of the plants 

without breaking out the root, you know the plant will grow back because the roots are still there.  Overcoming 

sin is more than just dealing with the effects of sin, although that is a part of it as well.  It has to get down to the 

core - the source of the problem - the sinful nature!  Baptism pours poison on the sinful nature to kill it.  It takes 

the tyrannical sinful nature which used to have control over us, and puts it to death.  Paul said, we know that 

our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no 

longer be slaves to sin -- 
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because anyone who has died has been freed from sin. 

         We have an advantage over the un-baptized, because our sinful natures - our old slave masters - have 

been put to death, while theirs haven’t.  I would compare it to being put in an arena with a hungry lion.  As long 

as that lion was alive - you might be able to keep it at bay somewhat with a whip and a chair, but you would still 

be terrified. However, if you put the lion to death, you would no longer need to fear the lion.  That’s how the 

sinful nature works within man.  As long as it is alive, it is controlling and dominating.  But once it is put to 

death, it can no longer control us.  Baptism crucified and actually buried our sinful nature with Christ - and 

ALSO replaced that death with a new life - the Holy Spirit - giving us the power and desire to lead God pleasing 

lives.  

         Back in the old days, when they would have a burial, they would attach a string to the finger of the dead 

person - put a hole in the casket - and attach it to a bell above the ground.  Do you know why they did this?  It 

just so happened that some people were accidentally diagnosed as being dead - and then they woke up later on - 

only to be buried alive.  So they began the practice of tying strings to their fingers so they could ring the bell if 

they were accidentally buried alive.  Wouldn’t it have been an eerie feeling to go walking through a graveyard 

and all of the sudden hear a bell ringing? 

         Sometimes Christians forget what God did at their baptism or they don’t believe anything really 

happened at their baptism, and as a result they too fall into their old sinful lifestyles.  And maybe sometimes we 

are tempted to believe that our sinful natures are uncontrollable.  The devil starts ringing the bell from the grave 

of the heart.  We don’t even think about our baptisms.  We worry about the sinful nature coming up from the 

grave.  We say to ourselves, “I can’t help it.  It is who I am.  I’m just an angry person.  I am a pervert.  I am 

greedy.”  When we start struggling with a pet sin, we begin to think to ourselves, “I can’t control it anymore!  I 

can’t help but give into my sin - that’s just the way I am!” 

         What we need to remember, is that even though our sinful nature has been crucified, he is still a part of 

us.  And as long as he is a part of us, which is for the rest of our life - he will continue to stink up our lives.  I 

would compare it to walking around with a dead body on your back.  It may not be able to tell you what to do, 

but it will sure stink up your life at times!  

         No matter how much he may stink up our lives, Paul assures us this morning - you were baptized!  He 

says, “just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” 

You may live a NEW life!  The same Holy Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead also lives in you.  This Jesus, 



who rose from the dead, is the living God!  You are now connected to Him!   The odds are stacked in your 

favor.  Your sinful nature is dead.  You are alive because of your baptism.  Paul reminds us this morning, “Your 

sinful nature is dead.  Don’t fear it!  Shove some more dirt on the grave.  Take the bell off of its finger and bury 

the hole.  Instead of being afraid of death, live a new life in Christ.”   

         For those of you who love to watch the zombie shows, perhaps this would be a good illustration for you.  

Humans die from some disease and yet are able to walk and move.  They live with one mindless purpose, to 

consume flesh and blood.  When faced with such zombies, those who are alive use guns and clubs and swords 

to kill and destroy any zombie.  They have no qualms of conscience over killing, and if they do, they usually do 

not last.  If they want to hold out hope that they can change the zombies or play with them as pets, they will 

only die because of their foolishness.  

Isn’t this how God enables you to face yourself, the dead part of you that wants to come back from the 

dead again and again?  You don’t feed your sinful nature.  You don’t pamper it.  You don’t make excuses for it, 

or it will turn on you and devour you.  You kill it and slaughter it, bury it and burn it.  It is the enemy.   

How do you do this?  You have God’s Word, which God calls the sword of the Spirit.  You have prayer.  

You have the Holy Spirit living in you and working through you.  You have Jesus.  You know what feeds the 

sinful nature.  You know what brings it back to life.  So you resist those temptations.  You confess your sins of 

weakness and fear.  You say to Jesus, “Forgive me!”  You remind yourself, “I was baptized!”  Say to yourself, 

“I am not helpless.  I am God’s baptized child.”  Take the Lord’s Supper.  Receive His body and blood and hear 

God’s Word say to you, “This was shed for you!”  You are not alone.  The living Christ is directing this world 

for you to be saved.  These are weapons that you can use against the death within.  And yes, of course, don’t 

feed your lust.  Don’t feed your anger.  Is laziness a temptation?  Fight it!  Cling to the Word.  Let the Holy 

Spirit give you the strength to do what you are called on to do, what you were created in your baptism to do.  

This is a daily activity that keeps the sinful nature from coming to life within you.  It is as if you were reliving 

your baptism on a daily basis.  When you do these things, you find out how RELEVANT and important your 

baptism is to you, as you keep reliving it day by day.   

  

         Years ago I did my practice preaching in Norfolk, NE.  I was very excited to do this, for my great 

grandfather served at the very same congregation.  As I began to look into the history of the congregation 

during my great grandpa’s time, I found out that they had a child that had died as an infant.  I went to look for 

the gravestone, but I couldn’t find it.  After some research, we found the plot for the grave marker. Sod had 

actually grown over the gravestone.  We had to dig the sod away to see the name engraved, “Walter Pankow.”  

This one moment made history come alive for me.  I could actually see where one of my relatives was buried.  

It made me picture the sadness of the moment in my mind.  That’s why some people go to cemeteries - to 

remember their loved ones - evoke memories of times gone by. 

         In a similar way, we have done the same thing today.  We have visited the gravestone of a man we once 

knew by the name of “Old Adam.”  We have recalled the way that he was put to death.  But instead of bringing 

us sorrow or fear, this death brings us joy.  It means that our old slave master has been to death - and he will no 

longer be our master!  We go to this graveyard and we celebrate!  We now have freedom from guilt!  We now 

have freedom to be what God intended us to be - His instruments of righteousness!   

 On 9-11 people especially remember the Twin Towers being brought down by the airplanes running into 

them.  They light candles in sorrow of the terrorist attack.  God doesn’t want you to just remember your baptism 

once a year on the day you were baptized.  Remember it every day and relive it every day.  Cross yourself and 

remind yourself of who you are.  Confess your sins.  Cling to Christ and His forgiveness.  Live a new life to the 

glory of God.  This is what our baptism means to us every day!  It is eternally relevant.  Amen. 


